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Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 
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Artist  Lily  Tolpo  of  rural  Stockton  displays  "The  Freeport  Doc-      ward  financing  a  statue  proposed  for  Freeport's  Lincoln-Douglas 
trine."  Prints  of  the  painting  will  be  sold,  with  proceeds  going  to-      debate  site. 
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THE  FREEPORT  DOCTRINE 

by   -^-i-ltf    -Jolfio 


Commissioned  by: 

Ferd  &  Eva  (Thorp)  Bauch  and  Family 

K.  Patrick  &  Michaele  "Mickey"  (Bauch)  Martin  and  Family 

Michael  &  Karen  "Kay"  (Bauch)  Dorrough  and  Family 

Frederick  M.  &  Angelika  C.  (Wolko)  Bauch  and  Family 

Freeport,  Illinois  November  4,  1989.. ..THE  FREEPORT  DOCTRINE  by  Lily  Tolpo  is  a  historical  painting  of  the 
Lincoln  Douglas  debate  on  August  27,  1858  in  Freeport,  Illinois.  The  painting  was  commissioned  by  the  family 
of  Mickey  Martin  in  1988,  the  130th  anniversary  year  of  the  Lincoln  Douglas  debate.  It  was  unveiled  on  November 
4,  1989  at  the  Freeport  Art  Museum  in  Freeport,  Illinois  where  it  currently  hangs  and  can  be  seen  during  regular 
museum  hours. 


ABOUT  THE  ARTIST 

Lily  Tolpo  is  a  painter  and  a  sculptress  who  has  shown  her  work  extensively  in  Illinois  since  1941  when  her  first 
one  artist  show  was  held  at  Chicago's  Drake  Hotel.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Academy  of  Fine  Art  and 
the  Chicago  Art  Institute.  Tolpo's  works  are  in  private  and  public  collections  throughout  the  United  States.  She 
has  resided  in  the  hill  country  of  Northwest  Illinois  since  1969  where  she  has  her  studio  residence  and  gallery. 
Lily  worked  with  Carl  Tolpo  on  his  sculpture  of  a  Lincoln  bust  and  the  Dirksen  statue  in  Springfield.  She  has  gone 
on  and  created  her  own  works  in  her  Great  American  series. 

Tolpo  is  known  extensively  for  her  biographical  portrait  paintings,  an  Art  form  she  originated  in  1964.  Tolpo's  belief 
in  Art  as  a  vehicle  by  which  we  find  a  means  to  evaluating  life  has  combined  with  her  love  of  history  and  has 
produced  numerous  paintings  of  historical  events  around  the  United  States.  Tolpo  now  brings  to  life  her  best  creation 
yet,  THE  FREEPORT  DOCTRINE,  the  famous  debate  between  Lincoln  and  Douglas  in  Freeport  on  August  27, 
1858,  a  painting  of  historical  significance. 

ABOUT  THE  DONORS 

The  commissioners  of  the  painting  all  grew  up  and  attended  school  in  Freeport,  Illinois.  They  are,  Michaele  R. 
"Mickey"  (Bauch)  Martin  and  her  husband  K.  Patrick  Martin  and  their  Family  of  Freeport,  Illinois,  her  parents 
Ferd  &  Eva  (Thorp)  Bauch  of  Freeport,  Illinois,  her  sister  and  brother-in-law,  Michael  and  Karen  "Kay"  (Bauch) 
Dorrough  and  Family  of  Woodland  Hills,  California,  her  brother  and  sister-in-law,  Frederick  M.  and  Angelika  C. 
(Wolko)  Bauch  and  Family  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  support  of  her  sister  Patricia  A.  Bauch  O.P.  of 
Washington,  D.C.  It  is  their  intent  that  the  painting  be  a  tribute  to  Freeport  and  all  its  people  as  a  lasting  legacy 
to  that  historical  moment  in  history  when  "the  fate  of  the  nation  was  decided  at  Freeport  that  day". 

The  venture  was  begun  by  Mickey  Martin  after  years  of  wishing  for  something  of  this  sort.  When  she  first  took 
a  seat  on  the  Freeport  City  Council  about  ten  years  ago,  she  was  chairwoman  of  a  committee  that  eventually 
got  the  city  to  agree  to  designate  the  parking  lot  at  the  debate  site  for  a  future  park.  The  interest  that  was  sparked 
caused  her  to  turn  her  efforts  to  reactivating  the  former  Lincoln  Douglas  Society.  The  Society  was  then  successful 
in  making  the  park  a  reality.  As  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  Douglas  Society  she  began  to  explore  possibilities  of 
how  to  raise  funds  and  at  the  same  time  educate  the  community  in  a  way  they  could  better  understand  and  remember 
the  true  meaning  of  the  debate.  Her  efforts  were  realized  when  she  contacted  Lily  Tolpo  who  agreed  to  do  the 
historical  painting  of  THE  FREEPORT  DOCTRINE  and  immediately  shared  Martin's  interest  and  enthusiasm  for 
the  venture. 


Martin  then  enlisted  the  help  of  her  husband  Pat  and  her  parents  and  her  brother  and  sisters,  who  agreed  to  join 
the  Martins  in  commissioning  Tolpo.  They  agreed  that  funds  realized  from  the  painting  be  used  as  a  fund  raising 
project  to  further  the  development  of  the  debate  site.  The  Lincoln  Douglas  Society  endorsed  the  project  in  the 
early  summer  of  1988. 

Martin  went  on  to  establish  the  Freeport  Lincoln  Douglas  Art  Foundation  as  authorized  by  the  donors  and  the 
artist  to  handle  the  marketing  and  distribution  of  the  prints  in  the  fall  of  1989.  The  money  from  the  sale  of  the 
prints  will  be  used  to  contract  with  Tolpo,  who  has  agreed  to  create  the  small  bronze  of  Lincoln  and  Douglas  in 
debate  and  ultimately  the  life  size  bronze  statues  at  the  debate  site.  People  who  purchase  the  limited  edition  will 
own  a  print  that  represents  their  historical  legacy.  In  addition,  their  purchase  represents  a  contribution  to  the  larger 
project  which  will  help  fund  the  creation  of  the  statues  at  the  debate  site.  The  small  bronze  statues  will  be  available 
for  purchase  by  the  public  at  a  later  date  to  be  announced. 

ABOUT  THE  PAINTING 

The  Tolpo  painting  depicts  national  historical  events  surrounding  the  issue  of  slavery  that  led  to  the  events  that 
were  debated  in  Illinois  by  Lincoln  and  Douglas.  In  addition  it  depicts  the  life  and  time  of  the  community  of  Freeport 
in  1858.  Martin  and  Tolpo  spent  a  year  in  researching  and  developing  the  content  of  the  painting.  Events  and 
the  life  and  times  were  researched  thoroughly  in  order  to  assure  an  authentic  work.  Many  local  history  books  and 
various  letters,  photos  and  documents  on  file  in  the  Frances  Woodhouse  Local  History  Room  at  the  Freeport  Public 
Library  were  used.  All  of  the  buildings  in  the  painting  are  the  original  structures  that  existed  in  1858,  the  railroad 
station,  the  court  house,  and  the  Brewster  House,  to  name  a  few.  All  of  the  activities  seen  in  the  picture  are  through 
the  eyes  of  those  originally  present  who  cared  enough  to  write  what  they  remembered  in  "Freeport's  Lincoln" 
a  book  published  by  W.T.  Rawleigh  in  1930  which  was  used  extensively  in  the  research.  Ralph  Newman  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  a  noted  Civil  War  Historian,  recognized  internationally  as  an  authority  and  consultant  to  museums,  critiqued 
the  various  stages  of  the  painting  for  historical  sequence  and  accuracy.  A  companion  booklet  is  planned  for  next 
year  to  compliment  the  painting  and  will  be  available  for  a  nominal  fee. 

ABOUT  THE  EDITION 

A  limited  edition  of  1000  prints  of  the  original  painting  have  been  produced.  The  size  is  18  x  27.  In  addition  1000 
prints  of  the  debate  figures  only  have  been  produced.  The  size  of  the  debate  figures  only  is  8  x  10.  The  large 
print  is  $75  for  a  signed  and  numbered  print  which  the  artist  individually  numbers  and  signs.  An  artist's  remarque 
sells  for  $125  which  the  artist  signs  and  numbers  and  in  addition  sketches  a  predetermined  symbol.  The  small 
print  of  the  debate  figures  only  is  $50  for  a  signed  and  numbered  print  and  $75  for  the  artist's  remarque. 
Additional  prints  can  be  ordered  by  sending  your  check  or  money  order  to  Freeport  Lincoln  Douglas  Art  Founda- 
tion, Mickey  Martin,  President,  547  W.  Empire  St.,  Freeport,  Illinois  61032.  Prints  will  be  made  available  for  pick 
up  at  a  designated  Freeport  location  following  your  order.  Add  $5  if  packaging  and  mailing  is  requested.  For  further 
information  call  815-235-7464. 


Published  and  Distributed  by 

Freeport  Lincoln  Douglas  Art  Foundation 
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EDITORIAL 

Debates  could 
be  a  renewed 

tradition  here 

In  just  a  few  weeks  the  Lincoln-  • 
Douglas  debate  site  in  Freeport  will  be 
forever  memorialized.  ,  . 
We  shall  all  share  in  and  celebrate  the 
hard  work,  artistry  and  dreams  of  the  Lincota- 
Douglas  Society  and  the  Freeport  Lincoln- 
Douglas  Art  Foundation  who  all  made  this  a 
reality. 

The  statue  by  Stockton's  Lily  Tolpo  will  stand 
forever  as  a  public  testimony  to  the  debate 
which  help  decide  the  fate  of  a  young  nation. 

The  series  of  debates  between  Mr.  Lincoln 
and  Mr.  Douglas  have  become  the  stuil  or 
legend  and  folklore. 

Thousands  gathered  as  the  issues  were 
thoroughly  debated.  Positions  were  expounded, 
argued  and  challenged.       ;;    :'     . :?? 

Which  brings  us  to  the  present-day  battle  of 
10-second  sound  bites  being  ,used  to 
differentiate  the  candidates:     •    >;■  -, 

Instead  of  careful  debate,  we  now  have  spin 
doctors,  position  papers  and  campaign 
managers  who  issue  clarifications  so  we  will 
know  what  the  candidates  wish  they  had  said. 

Instead  of  debate,  we  get  carefully  scripted 
TV  spots  with  music,  drama,  image  ana 
precious  Little  substance. 


Even  Congressman  John  Cox  complained  in 
an  interview  to^ the  Journal-Standard  during  the 
last  campaign  about  his 'frustration  of 
overcoming  the  sound  bite  competition.  He 
plainly  stated  that  TV  was  a  poor  way  to  present 
a  political  strategy  or  plan. l       ^ 

Maybe,  just  maybe,  it's  not  too  late  to  re- 
establish the  debates. 

Each  election  year  on  Aug.  27  the  Freeport 
debates  could  occur. 

They  could  become  a  new  tradition  and  could 
help  establish  a  new  commitment  to  political 
debate.  In  time  we  could  encourage  —  if  not 
expect  —  the  senatorial  candidates  or  other 
statewide  office-seekers  to  participate.  How 
could  they  resist  the  chance  to  stand  in,the  open 
air  and  debate  just  like  Lincoln  and  Douglas  — '  j 
and  in  the  very  same  spot?     '      : :  ••  >'  r-     ; 

Here's  a  chance  even  now  to  begin  the 
tradition  this  year. 

Congressman  John  Cox  is  already  scheduled 
to  help  dedicate  the  site  and  the  sculpture. 

Given  that  Cox's  schedule  is  a  tight  one,  why 
not  allow  a  congressional  debate  to  occur  after 
the  official  dedication  ceremonies.  That's 
assuming  Republican  challenger  Don  Manzullo 
could  also  be  present       ,  '/•    , 

What  better  way  to  really  celebrate  the  debate 
which  decided  the  fate  of  a  nation  than  with  a 
debate  between  two  real  congressional 
candidates  in  1992? 

What  better  way  indeed? 


" ~  "      "— 

Count  down! 

The  day  of  the  'Lincoln  Douglas  in  Debate'  unveiling  approaches 


By  Olga  Glze  Carlile 

Journal-Standard  Assistant  Managing  Editor 

We're  ready  to  count 
down  in  Freeport 
In  14  days,  the  new 
"Lincoln  and  Douglas 
in  Debate"  statues  will 
be  in  place  at  the 
debate  site,  corner  of  State  and  Douglas. 

It's  an  important  time  in  the  history  of 
Illinois  and  the  United  States  because  the 
debates  marked  the  ascendancy  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  emergence  of 
the  newly  bom  Republican  party. 

The  big  celebration  day  is  nearing. 

Thursday,  Lily  Tolpo,  who  sculpted  the 
figures,  was  in  Milwaukee  to  give  the 
final  approval. 

Mickey  Martin,  who  inaugurated  the 
whole  project,  is  completing  program 
plans  and  negotiating  for  a  sit-down 
dinner  in  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Room  of 
the  Stephenson-Best  Western. 

The  tempo  of  activity  is  picking  up. 

The  statues  will  be  put  in  place  on 
Monday.  After  that  they  will  be  shrouded 
until  the  unveiling.  Details  are  still  being 
worked  out 

The  dedication  is  slated  for  Thursday, 
Aug.  27,  the  actual  date,  when  134  years 
earlier  the  actual  debate  took  place. 

Excitement  is  running  high  at  Uusi 


66       We  feel  it  is  a  unique  contribution 
of  cultural  and  educational 
value  to  society.  W 

M|ckey  Martln  Uly  Tolpo         " 


Kuori,  the  fine  art  studio  and  gallery  of 
Lily  Tolpo,  on  Massbach  Road,  outside 
of  Stockton,  and  at  the  home  of  Mickey 
and  Patrick  Martin  in  Freeport. 

Lily  and  daughter,  Ti,  and  Roy,  her 
husband,  are  preparing  the  family  home 
base  studio  complex  for  the  forthcoming 
convergence  of  family  and  friends,  from 
all  parts  of  the  country. 

"They  want  to  be  present  for  the  big 
event  on  Aug.  26-27  in  Freeport  when 
ceremonies  will  take  place  for  the 
presentation  and  unveiling  of  the 
statues,"  said  Lily  as  she  answered 
another  phone  call. 

The  walls  of  the  galleries  at  the  studio 
complex  are  being  cleared  for  the  first 
"Carl  Tolpo  Retrospect  Exhibit."  Carl 
Tolpo,  husband  of  Lily  Tolpo,  was  a 
Lincoln  scholar  and  sculptor. 

"My  grandchildren,  Lydia,  12,  and 
Mark,  9,  who  live  in  Honolulu,  will  see 
them  for  the  first  time,"  said  Lily. 

This  exhibit  will  include  Carl's  works 
of  Lincoln,  Yellowstone  and  the  Rockies. 


The  family  spent  many  summers  in  this 
part  of  the  West  at  the  height  of  Carl's 
career. 

She  expects  to  have  this  all  in  place  by 
today  when  the  family  arrives. 

After  the  event,  the  exhibit  will 
continue  for  Sunday  viewings  by 
appointment,  1:30  through  4  p.m. 
through  October. 

If  the  Sunday  viewing  program  proves 
feasible,  it  will  continue  featuring  a  new 
show  of  other  Tolpo  artists  through 
November  and  December. 

At  the  Martin  home  in  Freeport,  the 
pace  is  quickening.  Friends  and  relatives 
are  expected. 

This  is  a  family  that  believes  in  the 
Freeport  tradition.  It  was  their  personal 
investment  in  the  project  that  made  it 
happen  —  from  the  original  oil  painting 
to  the  prints,  the  small  bronze  statues  to 
the  final  life-sized  statues. 

The  adjacent  Union  Dairy  ice  cream 
parlor  and  establishment  —  reopened  for 
posterity  —  was  just  another  small  part 


of  it  all. 

Here,  the  plans  are  a  bit  nebulous,  but 
Mickey  is  planning  a  museum  in  one 
portion  of  the  building. 

Here  the  original  sculptures  of  Lincoln 
and  Douglas  statues  will  be  housed. 
Visitors  will  be  able  to  follow  the 
sculptor  from  day  one  and  watch  how  the 
life-sized  pieces  were  produced  from 
plaster  carving  to  moldmaking,  to  the 
wax  stage,  the  bronzing  and  the  final 
installation.  A  video  film  will  add  to  the 
explanation. 

"We  feel  it  is  a  unique  contribution  of 
cultural  and  educational  value  to 
society,"  said  Mickey  Martin  and  Lily 
Tolpo. 

A  Journal-Standard  editorial  proposed 
that  perhaps  a  new  tradition  could  be 
established  in  Freeport:  "Maybe,  just 
maybe,  it's  not  too  late  to  re-establish  the 
debates.  Each  election  year  on  Aug.  27, 
the  Freeport  debates  could  occur.  They 
could  become  a  new  tradition  and  could 
help  establish  a  new  commitment  to 
political  debate.  In  time  we  could 
encourage  —  if  not  expect  —  the 
senatorial  candidates  or  other  statewide 
office-seekers  to  participate.  How  could 
they  resist  the  chance  to  stand  in  the  open 
air  and  debate  just  like  Lincoln  and 
Douglas  —  and  in  the  very  same  spot?" 

"Hurrah!"  add  Mickey  Martin  and 
Lily  Tolpo. 
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Olga  Glze  Carille  /Journal -Standard 
Diminutive  Lily  Tolpo,  the  sculptor  of  the  Lincoln  and  Douglas  in  Debate,  is  the  same  height  as  Douglas,  exactly,  5  foot  4  inches.  Here  she  and 
Mickey  Martin  iron  out  some  last  minute  details  on  the  dedication.,  which  will  be  an  event  of  Thursday  afternoon. 


The  arrival 


Life-sized  bronzes  of  'Lincoln  and  Douglas  in  Debate'  are  here 


crowd  gathered  and  waited. 
Just  as  scheduled  on 
Monday  afternoon,  the  truck 
with  the  "Lincoln  and 
-  ifiou#fe&  iA^bffte* 


ggjgflfl   "* 


comer  of  State  and  Douglas 

Enthusiasm  ran  high. 

It  was  another  auspicious 
Freeport 

The  crowd  watched  with  anticipation 
as  the  big  truck  rolled  toward  the 
platform  where  the  statues  would  be 
permanently  ensconced. 

First  the  life-sized  piaster  molds  were 
removed.  It  was  from  these  that  the 
bronze  statues  were  cast 

Then  rucked  way  back  toward  the  back 
were  the  two  bronze  pieces. 

Slowly  they  were  moved  forward. 

First,  Douglas  was  carefully  lifted  and 
the  screws  were  matched  with  the  holes 
already  drilled  into  the  platform.  A 
PERFECT  match! 

Then  the  seated  Lincoln  was  brought 
forward. 

Oh,  what  a  moment  for  posterity. 

The  shades,  the  tones,  the  tints  on  both 
of  them! 

Last  week,  Lily  Tolpo,  the  sculptor, 
was  in  Milwaukee  to  finalize  the  patina 
on  the  Lincoln  sculpture. 

"It  is  fabulous,"  she  reported 
enthusiastically  by  phone. 

"I  did  the  Douglas  sculpture  five  days 
earlier." 

Patina,  the  dictionary  says,  is  any  fine 
crust  or  film  on  bronze  or  copper.  The 
technique  being  used  on  these  newest 
life-sized  statues  was  different  and 
relatively  unique  in  the  art  world. 

Lily  Tolpo  explained.  "They  heat  the 
metal  and  then  spray  water  with 
chemicals  to  make  it  black  This  brings 
out  the  dark  tones.  Then  another  color  is 
put  on  and  it's  toned.  The  metal  shows 
through  the  color.  In  time  it  will  wear." 

Technically,  the  spray  for  the  dark 
color  includes  a  liver-of-sulphur 
compound  for  one;  a  ferric  nitrate 
solution;  and  others.  But  as  the  necessary 
chemicals  are  applied,  the  patina  colors 
are  created  with  the  use  of  heat  and  water 
to  control  the  intensity. 

"I  would  like  to  have  it  slay  that  way 
all  the  time,"  the  sculptor  said.  "But  it 
will  take  maintenance  every  other  year  or 
so.  Otherwise  bronze  disease  will  take 

'er  because  of  the  atmosphere,  and  it 

ill  turn  turquoise  green.  But  if  a  hard, 
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hard  wax  —  like  a  Kamuba  —  is 
applied,  they  will  stay  the  way  they  are," 
she  further  explained. 

The  statues  are  bronze  and  weigh 
about  500  pounds  total. 

They  arrived  here  from  the  Hartbronze 

The 

were  placeS In  the'new  museum  being 
started  at  the  Union  Dairy,  adjacent  to  the 
debate  site.  A  video  explaining  the 
process  will  be  available  for  viewing. 

In  time  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
become  a  "show  and  tell"  and  a  "light 
and  sound"  type  of  educational  program. 

The  statues  are  handsome  in  the 
various  shadings  and  tones,  which  Lily 
Tolpo  calls  patina.  They  are  not  one  solid 

She  made  two  trips  to  Milwaukee  to 
supervise  this  process.  "I  toned  it  to 
bring  out  the  forms.  I  had  to  envision 
how  it  would  look,"  said  Lily. 

Michael  Nolte,  the  patina  metal  master, 
would  heat  and  spray  and  rub  off,  and 
Lily  would  look  and  rub.  The  tones  and 
shadings  would  change.  Once  it  is  cured, 
Lily  explained,  it  won't  rub  off. 

The  patina  includes  different  shades  of 
browns,  blacks  and  golds,  with  the  metal 
coming  through  in  all  cases. 

As  she  worked  on  the  patina,  Lily 
Tolpo  wanted  her  Lincoln  to  reflect  the 
more  serious  mood,  and  her  Douglas  the 
more  social,  more  flamboyant 

"That's  the  way  the  two  men  were. 
Their  personalities  were  very  different 
Douglas  was  concerned  about  winning 
the  election.  Lincoln  was  concerned 
about  the  larger  picture,  though  both 
were  concerned  with  the  unity  of  the 
country,"  Lily  added. 

Soon,  there  they  were  —  life-sized 
figures  —  in  the  full  August  sun  both 
firmly  in  place. 

For  the  moment  they  are  covered  with 
a  colorful  parachute. 

The  cord  unveiling  the  two  life-sized 
figures  will  be  pulled  Thursday 
afternoon. 

They  will  be  there  in  that  historic 
grove  for  other  generations  to  remember 
that  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debates  are  a 
prime  example  of  the  importance  of 
public  discussion  in  this  democracy,  and 
the  city  of  Freeport  can  be  proud  of  its 
part  in  the  history  of  the  United  states. 

Yes,  we  have  come  a  long  way  —  and 
have  much  farther  to  go. 

Let  the  discussion  begin. 


Mrs.  Ferd  (Eva)  Bauch  ,  mother  of  Mickey  Martin,  and  Lily  Tolpo  at  the 
debate  site.  Mickey's  family  got  the  sculpture  project  going  for  Freeport 


A   colorful  parachute  was  tied  around  Freeport's  newest  sculplure  unti| 
Thursday,  when  Freeport  will  rededicate  the  spot  of  the  Great  Debate. 
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Statue  is  piece 
of  past  offered 
for  the  future 


L 


iterally  years  of  volunteer  work  will 
culminate" tomorrow  afternoon  in 
downtown  Freeport  with  the 
unveiling  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas 
debate  statue. 


From  posters  to  miniature  statues 
to  puzzle  and  coloring  books,  the  community  has 
been  offered  an  advance  flavor  of  tomorrow's 
momentous  event  for  months.  At  last,  the  day  is 
upon  us. 

One-hundred-thirty-four  years  to  the  date, 
Freeport  will  again  pay  tribute  to  two  of  the  state's 
most  famous  —  and  lasting  —  statesmen. 
Countless  communities,  schools,  streets,  parks  and 
even  commercial  establishments  are  named  after 
each  —  or  both  —  of  the  two  men.  While  such 
namesakes  are  impressive,  there  is  something 
extraordinary  about  a  statue.  The  embodiment  of 
permanence,  a  statue  is  a  piece  of  the  past 
presented  for  the  future. 

Today,  perhaps  more  than  at  any  time  in  history, 
we  all  tend  to  view  our  world  in  the  present  tense. 
Because  of  the  sheer  immediacy  and  volume  of 
today's  high-technology  communications  it  is, 
frankly,  easy  to  lose  sight  of  our  past.  We  all 
receive  so  many  bits  and  pieces  of  new  information 
each  day  that  it  becomes  a  challenge  to  sort  through 
it  all,  let  alone  place  it  in  perspective  against  the 
backdrop  of  our  heritage.  The  old  adage,  therefore, 
that  history  seems  to  repeat  itself  seems  genuinely 
accurate.  Often  times,  as  a  result  it  is  a  case  of  not 
learning  from  our  history ...  or  mistakes. 
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Freeport,  Illinois 
August  27, 1858 


Limited  Edition 


Commissioned  by  the  Freeport  Lincoln  Douglas  Art  Foundation 


Lily  Tolpo 


Lily  Tolpo,  sculptor  of  Freeport's  LINCOLN  &  DOUGLAS  IN  DEBATE,  is 
a  native  of  Illinois.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Academy  of  Fine  Art 
and  the  Chicago  Art  Institute.  She  is  noted  for  her  GREAT  AMERICAN 
SERIES,  which  concentrated  on  historical  figures  from  the  Civil  War  period. 

Tolpo  is  known  extensively  for  her  biographical  portrait  paintings,  an  art 
form  she  originated  in  1964.  Her  principle  work  is  a  historical  biographical 
painting  of  THE  FREEPORT  DOCTRINE.  She  resides  in  the  hill  country  of 
northwest  Illinois  where  she  has  had  her  studio  residence  and  gallery  since 
1969. 


Freeport's  LINCOLN  &  DOUGLAS  IN  DEBATE  is  a  fund-raising  project  of 
the  Freeport  Lincoln/Douglas  Art  Foundation.  It  was  created  to  raise  funds 
for  the  development  of  Freeport's  National  Historic  site.  It  commemorates  the 
debate  of  August  27, 1858  between  Lincoln  and  Douglas,  and  the  formation 
of  the  Freeport  Doctrine. 
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LINCOLN-DOUGLAS 
DEBATE  CELEBRATION 

August  27,  1992 

Schedule  of  Events 

Emcees:  Mickey  Martin  and  George  Buss 

10:00  a.m.   Freeport  Concert  Band,  under  the  direction 
of  Edmond  Hargrove 

Freeport  Choral  Society,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  David  Gutschlag 

11:15  a.m.   Invocation,  Reverend  Robert  Huff, 
St.  Paul  Baptist  Church 
Color  Guards 

VFW  Moseley-Lowe  Post  998 
Freeport  Police  Color  Guard 
Raising  of  the  1858  Flag 
National  Anthem 
Pledge  of  Allegiance,  Girl  Scouts 
Introduction  of  Dignitaries 
State  and  national  public  officials  have 
been  invited.  Confirmed:  The  Honorable 
John  W.  Cox,  Jr.,  U.S.  House  of  Represen- 
tatives,  1 6th  Congressional  District 
Welcome  by  Freeport  Mayor  Dick  Weis 

Noon:  Special  Presentations 

"The  1858  Debates:   The  Fate  of  the 
Nation",  Robert  Plager,  President, 
Lincoln-Douglas  Society 
"Lincoln,  The  Man",   George  Buss, 
portrayer  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
"Douglas,  The  Man  ",   Rich  Sokup, 
portrayer  of  Stephen  Douglas  for  34  years 

1:00  p.m.     Dedication  and  Unveiling 

Debate  Site  Expansion,  Mickey  Martin, 
Lincoln-Douglas  Art  Foundation 
Historical  Images  and  Art,  Edward  Finch, 
Lincoln-Douglas  Society 
Remarks  by  Lily  Tolpo,  artist  and  sculptor 
Dedication  Speaker,  The  Honorable  John 
W.  Cox,  Jr.,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 

Benediction,  Reverend  P.  William 
McDonnell,  St.  Thomas  Aqumas  Church 


OTHER  DEBATE  CELEBRATION  ACTIVITIES 


Congressional  Debate 


Debate  Site.  Immediately  following  the  Dedication 
Ceremony,  16th  District  Congressional  candidates,  Rep- 
resentative John  W.  Cox,  Jr.  and  Don  Manzullo  will  hold 
a  debate. 

The  People's  Lunch 


City  Parking  Lot,  State  and  Douglas  Streets,  west  of  the 
Debate  Site.  The  Stephenson  County  Republican  and 
Democratic  Parties  will  serve  hot  dogs  and  potato  chips 
(the  Democrats)  and  popcorn  and  pop  (the  Republicans). 
Before  the  ceremony,  an  area  for  stump  speeches  will  be 
offered  to  current  candidates. 

Souvenirs  and  Memorabilia 


City  Parking  Lot,  State  and  Douglas  Streets,  west  of  the 
Debate  Site.  The  Stephenson  County  Historical  Society 
will  offer  historical  souvenirs  and  memorabilia  from  the 
Historical  Society  and  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Society  and 
Art  Foundation. 

Silvercreek  Museum 


Lamm  and  Walnut  Roads,  2 p.m.  -5  p.m.  The  public  is 
invited  to  this  25  room  museum  filled  with  historical 
items  from  mid-America's  past,  including  a  special  ex- 
hibit commemorating  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Freeport 
Debate. 

Stephenson  County  Historical  Museum 


1440  S.  Carroll  Avenue,  2  p.m.  -  4p.m.  Special  exhibits 
include  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  diorama,  the  Civil 
War  display,  and  a  new  exhibit  of  Lincoln  and  Douglas 
memorabilia,  including  debate  items. 

Freeport  Art  Museum 


121 N.  Harlem,  Noon  -5  p.m.  On  display  is  the  historical 
and  biographical  "Freeport  Doctrine"  painting  by  Lily 
Tolpo. 

Parking  will  be  available  at  Taylor  Park,  East  Stephenson 
Street.  Shuttle  Service  will  be  provided  from  the  park  to  the 
celebration  from  9:30  a.m.  to  1:30  p.m.  Portable  restrooms 
will  be  available  at  the  city  parking  lot  at  Adams  and  Douglas 
Streets. 

Celebration  Coordinating  Committee 


Robert  Plager,  Mickey  Martin,  Marianna  Mellnick,  Edward  Finch,  Wil- 
liam R.  Koenig,  Ron  Beam,  William  Hillmer,  Rich  Sokup,  George  Buss, 
Quentin  Valkema,  Connie  Som,  David  Shockey,  Jim  Bruehler,  Sheila 
Hooper,  Steve  Fredel,  Lily  Tolpo,  Mayor  Dick  Weis 
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'Everyone  can  be  proud  >f  this  moment  in  1992' 


Lasting  tribute  paid  to  great  debate 


Despite  rain, 
community 
salutes  statue 


FREEPORT  —  Scattered  drizzle 
on  a  cool  Thursday  morning  may 
have  kept  attendance  down,  but  it 
didn't  seem  to  dampen  spirits  for  the 
dedication  of  (he  Lincoln-Douglas 
statue  in  Freeport 

Despite  the  less-than-idcal 
conditions,  an  enthusiastic  crowd  of 
between  500  and  700  people 
attended  the  dedication  and  unveiling 
ceremonies.  Organizers  had  hoped 

for    a    crowd    of 

■  Modern  between  2,000  and 
candidates   3.000  people,  but  said 

debate  ,hcy     were     very 

aeoaie,        p|eased  with   the 

Pa9e5-  turnout  under  the 

^— ^^—   circumstances. 

Freeport  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce  President  Jim  Bruchlcr 
admits  the  rain  may  have  "hampered 
the  attendance  but  certainly  not  the 
enthusiasm." 

Bruehler  said  the  historical 
significance  of  the  dedication  for  the 
Lincoln-Douglas  statue  will  be  not 
be  soon  forgotten  in  Frceport's 
history. 

"This  community  will  little  note 
nor  long  remember  what  has  been 
said  here,  but  the  effect  will  be  our 
heritage  for  generations,"  Bruchlcr 
said,  paraphrasing  a  quote  from 
Lincoln's  famous  Gettysburg 
address. 

The  weather  was  "fitting  in  a 
way"  because  it  was  very  similar  to 
that  of  the  day  of  the  original 
Lincoln-Douglas  debate  on  Aug.  27, 
1858,  according  to  Robert  Plager, 
president  of  the  Lincoln  Douglas 
Society.  News  accounts  of  the  time 
reported  scattered  rains  and  cloudy 
skies. 

"I  think  you  have  much  the  same 
feeling  that  those  12,000  to  15,000 
spectators  had  that  day,"  Plager  told 
the  crowd. 

Plager  said  the  statue  dedication 
emphasizes  the  historical 
significance  of  the  1858  senatorial 
debate  in  Freeport,  the  second  of 
seven  debates  throughout  the  state. 
The  focus  of  the  debate  was  on  the 
expansion  of  slavery  into  the 
territories  and  its  impact  was 
believed  to  have  been  largely 
responsible  in  catapulting  Lincoln  to 
the  presidency  in  I860. 

"The  Lincoln-Douglas  debate  was 
our  rendezvous  with  destiny,  not  just 
for  our  city  and  our  state,  but  for  the 
entire  country,"  said  Freeport  Mayor 
Dick  Wcis. 

Lincoln  portraycr  George  Buss 
spoke  on  Lincoln's  political  career 
and  the  importance  of  the  Freeport 

8m  LASTING,  Page  S 
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Despite  a  damp  and  chilly  day.  Freeport  dedicated  Lily  Tolpo's  Linco  Douglas  debate  statue  in  downtown  Freeport. 

Hundreds  help  mark  'ca  important  part  of  state  history' 


FREEPORT  —  Hidcki  Harada  and 
ikaaki  Kancko  came  a  long  way  to 
itch  Freeport  celebrate  one  of  its 
ire  historic  tete-a-tetes. 
The  Japanese  students  braved 
izzly,  cold,  August  weather  along 
th  a  crowd  of  between  500  and  700 
hers  for  Thursday's  unveiling  of  the 
ncoln-Douglas  in  debate  statue  at 
e  corner  of  State  Avenue  and 
luglas  Street. 

Harada,  20,  who  studies  education 
college,     understood     the 
iportancc,  if  not  all  the  quirky 
inics  and  foreign  culture. 
"I  hopi 


Harada 


from 


Cart!  (*/  J  c  u  m  3 1  -  5 1  a  n  da  rd 


Stockton  artist  Lily  Tolpo,  center,    visits  with  Tom  Koenig  of 
Freeport  Thursday  prior  to  the  dedication  of  the  statue  she  created. 


i.  "It's  best." 
Kaneko,  22,  of  Yamaguchi,  is  an 
onomics  major  accompanying 
irada  in  a  group  of  Japanese 
idents  on  an  eight-week  YMCA- 


sponsored  tour  of  the  U.S. 
Canada. 

As  dignitaries  punctuated  the 
unveiling  with  speeches,  Gertrude 
Miller  noted  that  she  has  something 
new  to  show  her  family  when  its 
various  components,  spread 
throughout  the  country,  visit  Freeport. 

The  Freeport  woman  has  shown  her 
two  children,  nine  grandchildren,  and 
five  great-grandchildren  the  debate 
site.  Now,  there  is  reason  to  return. 

"This  is  an  important  part  of  stale 
history,"  said  Miller,  who  also 
watched  the  1958  centennial 
celebration. 

And  the  day's  significance  was  not 
lost  on  Krisicn  Hamilton,  1 1 ,  of  Rock 
City,  who  said  she  and  her  classmates 
spent  half  of  last  school  year  studying 
the  Civil  War  era. 

"They  did  a  lot  of  things  for  the 
government  and  they  were  very 
caring  and  did  lots  of  speeches," 
Kirsten  said.  "Wc  should  remember 


them  because  of  the  way  they  helped 
people  and  the  important  things  they 
did." 

Donald  Frank  of  Freeport  was 
"disappointed"  more  people  didn't 
attend  the  gloomy,  weekday  event. 
But  he  said  it  was  a  "wonderful"  time 
lo  celebrate  the  event,  on  the  eve  of 
another  fall  election,  and  said  Douglas 
held  a  special  place  in  his  heart. 

"I  was  a  railroad  man  all  my  life, 
and  Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  one  of 
the  men  that  originated  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad,"  Frank  said. 

"I  didn't  realize  how  important  the 
Freeport  Doctrine  was  until  I  got  to 
junior  high,"  Freeport  High  student 
Deborah  Delert  said,  referring  to 
Douglas'  pronouncement  of  popular 
sovereignty  for  19th-century  U.S. 
Territories. 

Her  brother,  Robert,  said  he  came 
to  the  dedication  to  "see  the  statue 
right  away  and  because  it  was  the  day 
of  the  debate." 
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Cox,  Manzullo  follow  huge  footsteps 

:onqressional  contenders  exchange  views  at  debate  site 


ly  John  RoaxkowaW 

ournal-Slandard  Reporter 


FREEPORT  —  U.S.  Rep.  John 
ox  and  his  Republican  challenger 
Don  Manzullo  squared  off  Thursday 
o  debate  issues  concerning  the  16th 
;ongressional  District  as  well  as  the 
ountry  at  the  site  where  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Stephen  Douglas 
lebaied  134  years  ago. 

The  debate  focused  on  issues 
anging  from  taxes,  the  economy,  the 
■nvironment,  inlcmational  trade,  and 
'crm  limits,  to  federal  mandates  and 
iort  reform.  Debate  questions  were 
prepared  by  the  Freeport  Journal- 
•itandard  with  George  Buss  serving 
is  moderator. 

Like  Lincoln  and  Douglas,  Cox 
md  Manzullo  made  efforts  to 
•mphasizc  thai  they  maintained  a 
Seeing  S't'Bl  Observers  look  on  as  US  Rep.  John  Cox.  D-Galena  and 
[„K  opportunity  in  his  closing  Republican  Don  Manzullo  of  Egan  debate  Issue f  ™noernin9 
.rgumentsloanack  Cox's  record  on  the.  16th  District.  The  Cox-Manzullo debate  mmed  ately 
£&g,  ,  followed  the  dedication  of  a  sta  ue  a   the  site  of  tne  oroinal 

Manzullo  said  Cox  can't  hide  from     ie5B  deDaie  between  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Stephen  Douglas 
his   liberal  voting  record.  The  Fre6port. 

National  Taxpayers  Union,  according  r 

,o  Manzullo,  found  that  Cox  voted  problems  facing  .he     eliminate  exorbitant  settlements  n 

with    the    'Democratic    liberal     >" _  -ajmnv  medical malprachce cases, 

majority"  79  percent  of  the  time,  u,     district  °r  ™  «JJ^     ,2  of        Cox  said  that  deductions  and 

.ddition,    he    voted    „„ .the        «,,„„„  |eadership  ,„  me  while 
member     a  S5  000  annual  py     House,  Cox  noted  that  the  nation. 


Olfa  c»mu/  j  cur 


increase. 

"(Massachusetts  Senator)  Ted 
Kennedy  is  more  conservative  than 
John  Cox,"  Manzullo  said.  "It's  just 
thai  simple." 

Cox  responded  by  charging 
Manzullo  with  resorting  lo  negative 
campaigning  by  using  labels  and 
distorting  his  record. 

"The  problem  is  when  you  use 
labels  and  you  use  other  people's 
opinions  instead  of  debating  the  real 


debt  has  risen  from  $1  trillion 
trillion  and  the  nation's  economy  is 
in  a  deep  recession.  Cox  said  the 
reason  has  been  an  attitude  in 
Washington  of  passing  spending 
measures  without  identifying  ways  to 
pay  for  them. 

"A  tax  cut  or  a  spending  increase 
has  actually  the  exact  same  effect 


nas  WHiuuijr  iu»  ..»».i  ~..~  —■  ,     ~"  . 

the  nation's  treasury,"  Cox  said.    If     goals. 


vouchers  are  not  the  answer  to  the 
nation's  health  care  problems  and 
will  only  increase  the  deficit.  The 
solution  of  the  nation's  health  care 
problems  requires  both  cost- 
containment  measures  and  increased 
access  for  the  34  million  Americans 
who  can't  afford  health  insurance.  He 
supports  a  plan  backed  by  the  House 
Democrats  which  he  said  he  feels 
iplish  both  of  those 


.  ..i  going  to  propose 
show  you  how  I'm  gt 


tax  cut,  I'll 
g  to  pay  for 


you  end  up  with  a  distorted      xl"  . .  .         ...  sunoort  a  50- 

7*E  Cod  itiS  &21S&  p-  ■ " ;"  SKIS- » 

10  Don  and  1  won    do  It  to  anybody     P  m|    if  olher 

f£S2!Ztti$£?£&     revenuesourcesareidenffied. 
from  what  otherwise  would  have 
been  a  good  debate." 

But  Manzullo  said  Cox  is 
accountable  for  his  record:  "How 
can  Congress  vote  for  a  $5,000 
annual  pay  raise,  including  John  Cox, 
when  they  are  asking  Americans  to 
tighten  their  belts.  It's  totally 
inconsistent.  That's  not  leadership.' 


On  the  environment,  Cox  said  he 

supports       the       international 

environmental     treaty,     which 

President  Bush  refused  to  sign  at  the 

Earth  Summit  in  Rio  De  Janeiro.  Cox 

said  the  United  Stales  must  play  a 

leadership  role  in  "providing  sound, 

iri      meanwhile,  said  ho     safe  growth  into  the  future." 

thinks  the  capital  gams  tax  should  be        Manzul  o  opposes  the  treaty 

cut  to  zero.  According  to  Manzullo,     because     we  don  t  know whose 

the  Reagan  tax  cut  in  1980  created  18     going  lo  be  making  the  rules    as 

mnlKTwjobs,  and,  if  "Democrats     other  countries  would  be  deeding 

m  Congress  hadn't  spent  $1.54  for     what  is  sound  environmental  policies 

even  $  I  in  revenue  we'd  have  the     for  the  United  States.  "It  amounts  to 

budge,  balanced."  one  thing,  and  that's  the  defirut,on  of 

••The  problem  is  that  we  have  a     socialism,    lie  said. 


consistent.  That's  not  leadership."        nJZISS^^t  know  when  lo         Cox  and  Manzullo  agree  on  some 
Ifelected,  Manzullo  told  the  crowd     KS3K2lJ     issues,  most  notably  term  limits.      , 


that  his  long-term  goal  would  be  to 
bring  wasteful  spending  under 
control.  Manzullo  said  he  would  not 
lake  a  pay  increase  —  in  fact,  he 
would  demand  a  10  percent  pay  cut. 
He  would  also  support  a  presidential 
line-iiem  veto. 

Cox  said  election-year  promises 
are  easy  to  make,  but  Manzullo's 
plan  to  revitalize  the  economy  won't 


__t  their 
said. 

The  candidates  also  disagreed 
solutions  to  the  nation's  health  c 


doesn  t  know  wnen  io         u»  «■"  .™«.- ©•--  --- 

spending,"  Manzullo     issues,  most  notably  term  limits. 

Cox  supports  a  maximum  oi  s. . 
terms  for  House  members  and  would 
limit  Senate  terms  to  three.  Manzullo 
favors  a  six-term  limit  for  the  House 
"Manzullo  said  ihc  government  and  a  two-term  limit  for  the  Senate. 
should  offer  lax  deductions  for  health  Both  candidalcs  say  term  limis 
care  and  vouchers  for  people  who  would  help  instill  new  blood  in 
SJ?t  afford  health  insurance  He  said  Congress  and  eliminate  the  so-called 
he  also  supports  tort  reform  to     career  politicians. 


Lasting  tribute  paid  to  great  debate 


Continued  from  Page  1 

debate.  Rich  Sokup,  meanwhile, 
talked  about  the  lesser-known  career 
and  contributions  ofDouglas. 

U.S.  Rep.  John  Cox,  D-Galcna,  the 
event's  keynote  speaker,  said  he  is 
impressed  by  the  number  of  topics 
addressed  during  Lincoln  and  Douglas' 
time  that  remain  relevant  today.  While 
the  problems  are  much  different, 
modem-day  leaders  are  still  looking  for 
answers  lo  issues  surrounding  race 
relations,  the  economy  and  the 
environment.  Cox  said. 

"Democracy  is  a  great  continuing 
experience,  demanding  so  much  of 
us  all,"  he  said. 

With  the  dedication  of  Ihc  new 
statue,  Weis  said  Freeport  has 
renewed  its  commitment  to  the 
principles  of  the  original  debate  and 
has  begun  to  "embark  on  a  new 
journey."  Weis  praised  the  hard  work 
and  dedication  of  everyone  involved 
in  making  the  project  a  success. 

"Dreaming  is  something  that  we 
alt  do,  but  only  a  few  actually  see 
their  dreams  become  reality,"  he 
said.  "The  difference  between  those 
who  realize  their  dreams  and  those 
who  don't  are  the  perseverance  and 
self-sacrifice  needed  to  make  them 
happen." 

Lily  Tolpo,  an  internationally 

known  artist  from  Stockton  who 

:ated  the  statue,  said  she  got 

inspiration  for  her  work  from  the 


spirits  of  Lincoln  and  Douglas. 
Meanwhile,  Edward  Finch,  a 
member  of  the  Lincoln  Douglas 
Society,  said  Tolpo's  art  should  be 
apprecialed  because  of  the  important 
slalemcnt  it  makes. 

In  Tolpo's  statue,  Lincoln  is  sitting 
down  listening  to  Douglas  speak. 
Finch  believes  that  symbolizes 
America's  acceplance  of  different 
viewpoints. 

"This  statue  represents,  perhaps 
belter  than  any  statue  I've  seen,  a 
true  symbol  of  Democracy,"  said 
Finch.  "Speech  is  a  process  that 
carries  with  it  an  equal  responsibility 
to  listen  toothers." 

Mickey  Martin,  president  of  Ihc 
Freeport  Lincoln  Douglas  Art 
Foundation  and  an  event  organizer, 
said  the  statue  dedication  and  the 
debale  afterwards  between  Cox  and 
his  Republican  opponent  Don 
Manzullo  have  "planted  the  seed  for 
future  expansion  of  ihe  debate  site." 

"[  think  it's  just  a  wonderful 
moment  in  Frecport's  history,"  said 
Martin.  "Everyone  can  be  proud  of 
this  moment  in  1992." 

While  ihe  primary  thrust  for  ihe 
project  came  from  the  Lincoln 
Douglas  Art  Foundation  and  the 
Lincoln  Douglas  Society.  Martin  said 
a  variety  of  other  organizations  and 
individuals  deserve  credit, 

Martin  said  some  people  who 
deserve  particular  recognition  are 
Ray  Cichon,  director  of  the  C  " 


Frecport's  Office  of  Neighborhoods, 
who  wrote  the  grant  that  helped  pay 
for  the  statue  and  the  city  street 
department  for  building  the  statue 
podium  and  getting  the  debate  site 
ready. 

Among  those  who  attended  the 
Thursday  dedication  and  unveiling 
were  historian  Ralph  Newman,  who 
spoke  at  a  banquet  prior  lo  the  debate 
Wednesday  night;  Cox 

and  Manzullo;  State  Sen.  Harlan 
Rigney,  R-Frccport;  Eric  Gubelman 
of  Freeport,  Democratic  slate  senate 
candidate  for  the  37lh  State  Senale 
seat  and  Republican  challenger  State 
Rep.  Todd  Sieben  of  Gcneseo;  and 
State  Rep.  Dick  Mulcahey,  D- 
Durand,  and  Republican  I.  Ron 
Lawfcr  of  Stockton,  both  candidates 
for  the  74th  District  Slate  House  seat. 
The  day's  ceremonies  began  with 
performances  by  the  Freeport 
Concert  Band  and  the  Freeport 
Choral  Society.  The  Rev.  Reginald 
McGce  conducted  the  invocation  and 
Ihe  color  guards  for  the  VFW 
Moselcy-Lowe  Post  998  and  Ihc 
Freeport  Police  Color  Guard  were  on 
hand  for  Ihc  raising  of  Ihe  1868  flag, 
the  national  anthem  and  pledge  of 
allegiance. 

The  benediction  was  performed  by 
the  Rev.  William  P.  McDonnell  of  St. 
Thomas  Aquinas  Church.  Related 
activities  surrounding  the  Lincoln- 
Douglas  debate  were  planned 
throughout  the  d 
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Joint  Debate 

of  1858 

STATUES 


by 

Lily  Tolpo 


I  dedicate 

this  book 

to 

MICKEY  MARTIN 


History  of  the 
Lincoln  &  Douglas  Debate  Statue  Project 

by  Mickey  Martin 


THE  DEBATE  SITE 

The  Lincoln  Douglas  Debate  Site  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Douglas  and  State 
Streets  in  Downtown  Freeport  known  as  Debate  Square.  The  site  is  the  original 
location  of  the  famous  debate  between  Lincoln  and  Douglas  in  their  race  for  U.S. 
Senator  in  1858. 

In  1902,  a  boulder  and  plaque  were  placed  on  the  original  debate  site  by  the 
Freeport  Women's  Club.  In  1903,  it  was  dedicated  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt 
who  called  the  debate  "...  one  of  those  memorable  scenes  in  accordance  with 
which  the  whole  future  of  a  nation  is  molded."  In  1927,  on  the  71st  Anniversary 
of  the  Debate,  WT.  Rawleigh  donated  the  statue  of  Lincoln  the  Debater  and  it 
was  placed  in  Taylor  Park  where  it  stands  today. 

Over  the  years  as  the  city  of  Freeport  grew  and  prospered,  homes  and  businesses 
were  built  up  on  the  debate  site  but  eventually  aged  and  were  torn  down.  During 
this  transition  Mr.  Robert  F.  Koenig  led  a  drive  to  dedicate  the  site  for  a  Park.  The 
bond  issue  was  defeated  and  the  site  became  a  city  parking  lot  with  only  the  boulder 
remaining  to  mark  the  historic  event.  On  the  100th  Anniversary  citizens  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  Robert  Schmelzle,  President  of  the  Lincoln  Douglas  Society,  put 
on  an  extravaganza  that  lasted  for  a  week  and  involved  hundreds  of  community 
participants  in  parades,  concerts  and  oratory. 

Over  the  next  years  Marianna  Mellnick  became  the  crusader  that  brought  at- 
tention to  the  site  each  anniversary  through  newspaper  articles  and  reminders  to 
the  City  to  take  steps  to  expand  the  site.  In  the  1980's  the  Public  Relations  Com- 
mittee, under  the  chairmanship  of  Mickey  Martin,  took  up  the  cause  and  the  first 
parking  slots  were  eliminated  and  grass  was  planted.  In  1988  the  Committee 
activated  the  Lincoln  Douglas  Society,  originally  founded  by  James  R.  Jackson. 
Now  under  the  Presidency  of  Robert  Plager,  efforts  to  return  the  site  to  a  parklike 
setting  were  completed.  The  area  doubled  in  size,  and  trees,  grass  and  benches 
made  from  the  steps  of  the  historic  Brewster  House  where  Lincoln  and  Douglas 
stayed  were  added. 

Mickey  Martin  continued  her  commitment  to  the  expansion  of  the  debate  site 
as  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  Douglas  Society  and  the  City  Council.  She  met  Lily 
Tolpo  in  the  early  1980s,  a  nationally  known  artist  and  sculptor  and  resident  of 


northwest  Illinois,  and  was  inspired  by  her  biographical  paintings.  Mickey  persuaded 
her  family  through  her  Mother,  Mrs.  Ferd  Bauch,  early  pioneer  settlers  to  this  area 
in  1848,  to  commission  Lily  to  do  a  biographical  painting  depicting  the  debates 
and  historic  events  of  that  day.  The  painting  is  entitled  The  Freeport  Doctrine. 
The  Lincoln  and  Douglas  imagery  was  the  basis  for  the  statue. 


Lily  was  commissioned  to  do  the  statues  through  a  grant  from  the  Illinois  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  and  Community  Affairs  awarded  to  the  City  of  Freeport  and 
managed  by  the  Freeport  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  cooperation  with  the  Lincoln 
Douglas  Society,  and  through  generous  donations  from  individuals,  businesses  and 
organizations. 

In  1992  the  statue  of  Lincoln  and  Douglas  in  Debate  was  unveiled.  It  is  the  first 
and  only  known  statue  that  depicts  Lincoln  and  Douglas  in  debate  according  to 
Mickey  Martin,  founder  and  coordinator  of  the  statue  project.  The  statue  is  dedicated 
to  the  people  of  the  community  and  their  ongoing  efforts  to  continue  the  legacy 
of  the  Freeport  Debates  of  1858  and  to  honor  its  national  historic  significance. 


C-SPAN  will  film  the  re-enactment  of  the  1858  joint  debates  and  will  he  in 
Freeport  August  27th.  It  will  take  place  at  OAKDALE  which  is  more  like  it  was 
in  1858  than  the  original  site  is  in  1994. 

Earlier,  the  dedication  ceremony  will  take  place  at  the  original  site. 


Sponsors 

The  following  sponsors'  names  will  appear  on  the  plaques  attached 
to  the  pedestal. 

Matthew  A.  Marvin 

The  Lawrence  F.  Kahl  Family 

Commonwealth  Edison  Company 

James  R.  &  Martha  K.  Gustafson 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  George  B.  Vogelei 

Furst-McNess  Company 

Arthur  Mark  &  Solomon  Feravich  Families 

Jean  &  Alexander  Berdnick,  Fox  Lake,  111. 

The  Merrill  C.  Hoefer  Jr.  Family 

Ralph  L.N.  Stoltz  &  Family 

State  Bank  of  Freeport 

Carl  &  Louise  Neyhart 

Newell  Company 

Frederick  &  Angelika  Bauch  Family 

Rev.  Armin  &  Jane  Munz 

Freeport  Community  Trust 

Freeport  Lincoln-Douglas  Art  Foundation 

The  Journal  Standard 

Ferd  &  Eva  Bauch  Family 

K.  Patrick  &  Michaele  R.  Martin  Family 

Robert  J.  Schmelzle  Family 

Robert  B.  Plager  Family 

Marianna  Mellnick 

William  &  Alice  Koenig 

Wilbur  A.  Koenig 

Anna  Belle  Koenig  Nimmo 

Lois  Kortemeier 

Michael  &  Karen  Dorrough  &  Family 

The  Carl  Tolpo  Family 
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How  did  I  make  the 
Lincoln  &  Douglas  in  Debate  statues? 


To  meet  the  challenge 

in  answering  that  question 

I  will  present  it 

in  the  form 

of  a  recipe. 


Here's  How: 

Ingredients 

Lumber  —  2X2's,  lX4's,  V2 -inch  plywood,  sisal,  newspaper,  baling  wire, 
plastic  bags,  styrofoam  block  and  packing  crumbles,  screws, 
angle  irons,  staples  and  nails. 

Tools  —  Hammer,  Swedish  saw,  chisels,  misc.  sculpture  tools,  flexible 
plastic  bowls  (3  sizes). 

Plaster    —  5  bags  @  100  lbs.  of  #1  Molding  Plaster 


Procedure 

LINCOLN 

1.  Build  the  chair  for  Lincoln 
using  !/2-inch  plywood. 
Cut  out  the  seat  and 
curved  back  rest.  2X2 's 
for  the  legs  and  brackets, 
(seat  height  -  18  inches) 
(cover  with  plaster) 

2.  Build  the  4X6  ft.  plat- 
form using  1-inch  boards 
on  2X4  skids.  Attach  chair 
to  platform  with  angle 
irons. 

3.  Build  Lincoln's  armature 
—  the  "bones"  —  using 
1X4  for  the  backbone 
which  holds  the  head.  A 
plastic  bag  (likely  size) 
filled  with  plastic  packing  crumbles,  tied  and  stapled  in  place. 

4.  Place  the  shoulder  board  and  pelvic  board  and  attach  the  thigh  boards 
to  which  the  shin  boards  will  be  attached  cut  to  size. 


All  the  while  I  am  checking  the  placement  and  size  by  scaling  up 
from  the  1 1  Vi  -inch  working  model  that  is  kept  in  view. 


DOUGLAS 

1 .  Build  the  platform  —  3X3  ft.  same 
way  as  Lincoln's. 

2.  2X2  stick  cut  to  height  —  5'4" 
(Douglas'  height).  This  will  angle 
toward  his  head  and  serve  as 
support  for  right  leg.  Another  2X2 
stick  cut  to  serve  the  support  for 
the  left  leg. 

3.  Attach  shoulder  board  and  pelvic 
board. 

4.  The  belly  and  chest  —  a  large 
plastic  bag  filled  with  plastic 
packing  crumbles,  tied  to  shape 
and  stapled  on.  Same  treatment 
for  the  head. 


BUILDING  THE  FORM 

This  is  done  by  dipping  news- 
paper sheets,  or  sisal  or  whatever 
is  best  into  plaster  and  applying 
it  to  the  "bones"  —  head  and 
chest,  shoulders  and  hips . . . 
etc. 


MIXING  THE  PLASTER 

After  getting  acquainted  with  how  it  looks  when  measured  (70  parts 
of  water  to  100  parts  of  plaster)  you  learn  to  eyeball  each  bowl  full. 
ALWAYS  ADD  PLASTER  TO  THE  WATER.  Vi  bowl  of  water,  add  plaster 
until  it  mounds  to  the  surface. 

After  standing  for  5  minutes  to  "meld,"  mix  it  with  a  spatula  until 
creamy.  It  is  now  ready  to  dip  into. 


APPLYING  THE  PLASTER 

Dip  sisal,  newspaper  sheets,  rag . . . 
whatever  is  best.  The  first  state  is 
dribbly  and  sloshy.  As  it  thickens  it  can 
be  shaped  with  the  spatula  or  hand.  As 
it  hardens,  it  can  be  cut  and  scraped. 
This  process  is  repeated  until  you  come 
to  a  stopping  place  to  check  for 
placement,  and  measure. 


FIRST  THINGS  FIRST 

I  worked  the  two  figures  simul- 
taneously to  keep  the  relationships 
compatible. 

Lincoln's  forearms  did  not  go  on 
until  the  front  of  his  coat  was  about 
finished. 

Douglas'  hanging  coat  front  went  on 
after  his  vest  and  pants  were  set  right. 


Drawing  from  still  life  and  studying 
a  lot. 

The  work  goes  slower  as  I  pro- 
gress. Like  building  a  house,  the 
foundation  and  framework  goes  up 
fast,  the  siding  a  bit  slower  and  the 
roof  and  trim  slower.  The  interior 
work,  plumbing,  wiring,  etc.  still 
slower.  The  finishing  seems  to  go 
on  forever! 

Knowing  when  to  stop  is  most 
important.  It  is  finished  when  that 
extra  touch  seems  to  cause  a  prob- 
lem. You  might  be  starting  on  a 
whole  new  concept  if  you  are  not 
careful. 


WORKING  THE  SURFACE 

It  is  the  surface  that  catches 
the  light  and  makes  the  texture. 
It  is  the  line  of  the  mass  that 
creates  the  character  of  the  form 
and  expresses  the  action.  The 
figure  must  be  balanced  accord- 
ing to  the  accepted  normal 
stance  of  a  human. 

Years  of  drawing  from  life 
and  studying  the  anatomy, 
from  the  artist's  point,  served 
me  well.  It  is  second  nature  for 
me  to  know  where  and  how 
the  body  would/should  look, 
drapery  and  various  textures  helps 


THE  SCULPTURE  IS  READY 
FOR  THE  FOUNDRY 

One  of  the  final  tests  is  the  candle 
light  check. 

When  it  is  dark,  take  a  lighted  candle 
and  walk  around  the  statue  slowly  and 
watch  the  edges  caused  by  the  single 
light  source.  It  will  isolate  the  form  and 
show  irregularities. 

You  can  then  judge  whether  it  is 
good  or  should  be  adjusted. 


Arriving  at  Hartbronze  Inc.  in  Milwaukee,  February  4,  1992. 

AT  THE  FOUNDRY 

A  conference  with  the  technicians  to  decide  what  adjustments  would 
be  made  to  benefit  the  process. 


I  needed  only  to  fill  in  some  very  deep  undercuts  in  order  to  save  time 
and  costs  without  in  any  way  hurting  the  art. 


The  surface  was  prepared  for  applying  the  rubber  compound  mold.  The 
compound,  Smooth  On,  was  applied  in  layers  of  varying  consistency 
until  the  desired  thickness  was  achieved  (no  less  than  lA  inch). 

Lines  of  red  and  blue  were  drawn  on  the  surface  after  much  calcula- 
tion. The  red  line  indicated  the  cutting  line  on  the  mold.  The  blue  line 
was  the  separation  line  for  the  matrix  which  would  be  made  over  the  mold. 

Locks  that  look  like  studs  sticking 
out  were  made  of  Smooth  On  and 
attached  to  the  surface  of  the  mold. 
These  had  to  be  angled  correctly  to  let 
the  matrix  draw  off  easily. 

The  matrix  is  made  of  plaster  dipped 
sisal  wads  which  were  arranged  neatly 
around  the  locks  and  attention  was 
carefully  paid  to  the  blue  line.  More- 
over, the  sides  of  the  matrix  need  to 
slant  correctly  for  proper  holding  and 
withdrawing.  Each  edge  was  coated 


with  separator  before  the  next 
piece  was  built  next  to  it. 

The  first  piece  of  matrix  was  on 
the  bottom  because  it  supported 
those  above.  The  process  contin- 
ues until  the  sculpture  is  covered. 

When  set,  it  is  ready  for 
removal.  Care  is  taken  to  know 
which  piece  must  come  off  first. 
If  all  has  been  done  right  it  all  will 
come  apart  with  relative  ease. 


CUTTING  AWAY  THE  MOLD  FROM  THE  SCULPTURE 

A  very  sharp  blade  —  surgical  steel  —  is  used  to  neatly  and  deftly  cut 
along  the  red  line  on  the  mold.  Cutting  and  lifting  to  separate,  slowly 
and  with  great  care.  It  is  slow  work.  If  the  blade  shows  signs  of  dulling, 
a  new  one  is  used. 

The  mold  pieces  are  then  removed,  cleaned  and  fitted  back  to  their 
corresponding  matrix. 

This  completes  the  mold  cycle. 


The  mold  pieces  total  32  pieces  of  matrix  and  1 1  pieces  of  mold. 


THE  WAX  MODEL 

The  wax  model  is  achieved 
by  pouring  hot  wax  at  the 
precise  temperature  into  the 
mold  interior  and  dumping  it 
out,  coating  the  walls  inside 
and  repeating  the  process  un- 
til the  desired  thickness  is 
reached  (no  less  than  xk  inch). 

When  cooled  the  mold  is 
carefully  removed  and  set  to 
rest  properly  so  it  doesn't 
distort. 

When  the  entire  wax 
model  is  completed  is  when 
I  begin  my  work  inspect- 
ing and  repairing  what  flaws 
there  might  be  —  i.e. 
bubbles,  dents,  ommis- 
sions  —  etc.  I  do  this  by  hand 
tools  and  hot  wax. 
This  done,  the  pieces  are  assembled  and  the  fit  adjusted  in  preparation 
for  making  the  ceramic  shell. 


SPREWING  UP 

Before  making  the  shell,  the  crew  analyzes  each  piece  and  determines 
the  placement  of  the  sprews  and  the  pouring  cone.  They  also  determine 
the  placement  of  the  handles  to  be  made  of  reinforced  wax  by  which  the 
piece  can  be  handled  during  dipping,  etc. 

The  sprews  are  Vi  inch  wax  rods  cut  to  size  and  attached  to  the  model 
to  form  vents  through  which  the  molten  bronze  will  flow  later  through 
the  ceramic  shell.  They  also  allow  air  and  gases  to  escape  as  the  pouring 
takes  place. 


THE  CERAMIC  SHELL 

In  a  large  vat,  a  water-based  slurry  of  silica,  zircon,  alumina  or  clays 
is  mixed  and  ready  for  dipping  the  prepared  wax  models. 


They  are  dipped  in  the  slurry  and  powdered  in  a  dry  bath  of  dust . . . 
and  redipped  until  they  are  adequately  coated.  Then  they  are  placed 
on  a  drying  rack. 


DEWAXING 

When  thoroughly 

dried, 

the  pieces 

are  placed  in 

i  a  dewaxing  oven 

which  is  designed  to 

melt  and  drain  all  of  the  wax 

out  of  the  ceramic 

shell. 

THE  BRONZE 

Clean  metal  is  placed  in  the  crucible  which  is  then  placed  in  a  furnace 
chamber  to  melt.  A  lot  of  special  consideration  is  necessary  to  see  that 
it  has  enough  metal,  and  is  hot  enough. 


THE  POUR 

Special  protective  clothing  is  worn  as  two  men  lift  and  carry  the  molten 
bronze  to  the  waiting  ceramic  shell  which  had  been  heated  to  around 
1850  degrees  F.  A  minimum  amount  of  agitation  is  necessary  in  pouring 
into  the  cup  without  splashing . . .  slowly  enough  to  let  air  and  gases 
escape.  A  third  person  skims  off  the  slag  so  it  doesn't  enter  the  shell. 


THE  COOLING 

After  the  shell  has  cooled  —  gradually  —  to  be  cool  enough  to  touch 
it  is  placed  on  sandbags  and  the  removal  of  the  shell  begins. 


v? 


REMOVING  THE  SHELL 

By  using  a  hammer  to  tap,  blasting  with  glass  beads  and  wire  brushing, 
the  shell  fragments  are  removed  from  the  bronze. 


CHASING  AND  ASSEMBLING 

The  bronze  pieces  are  then  chased  and  repaired  and  fitted  together. 
The  welded  seams  are  finished  so  that  they  are  not  visible. 


THE  PATINA 

We  selected  a  soft  black  and  a  rich  brown.  To  get  this  we  used: 
Liver  of  Sulphur  and  Ferric  Nitrate . . . 
suspended  in  water  and  sprayed  on  to  the  bronze  surface  and  torched 
to  set. 


Final  toning  was  done  by  carefully  using  a  plastic  scouring  pad,  wiping 
off  areas  to  create  highlights. 


FINAL  WAXING 

The  sculpture  is  now  ready  for  final  waxing  to  enhance  the  tone  and 

preserve  the  finish.  Carnuba  Wax  is  used. 

Cleaning  the  statues  with  mild  detergent  and  soft  cloth  on  a  hot  dry 

day,  then  rewaxing  with  bowling  alley  wax  is  the  only  way  to  maintain 

the  bronze  finish  and  keep  the  bronze  "healthy." 
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(Left  to  right)  Joe  Mendla  and  Mike  Nolte  of  Hartbronze,  Inc. 


THE  PEDESTAL 

Bill  Turner,  head  of  streets  and  maintenance,  now  retired,  and  his 
excellent  crew  was  responsible  for  making  the  pedestal. 

T 


On  top  of  a  proper  foundation,  a  wood  mold  made  from  2-inch 
planks,  sandblasted  to  bring  out  the  grain,  was  placed  and  fastened 
together.  After  coating  the  interior  with  a  special  oil  as  separator,  and 
reinforcing  with  steel  rods,  the  tinted  concrete  mix  was  poured  into  the 
mold.  Same  treatment  was  given  the  top  which  is  6X8  ft.  The  grooves 
were  designed  to  drain  away  from  the  center.  I  heartily  compliment 
them  for  a  marvelous  job. 


INSTALLATION 

A  template  was  made  by  taking  a  6X8  ft.  piece  of  kraft  paper  to  the 
foundry  where  the  bronze  figures,  including  the  hat,  were  arranged  as  they 
would  be  on  the  pedestal.  A  line  was  drawn  around  the  bronze  that  touched 
the  paper ...  the  feet  of  the  chair,  Douglas'  feet,  the  hat  and  Lincoln's  foot. 
This  gives  the  installer  an  idea  where  the  proper  bolt  holes  might  be  made 
to  secure  the  statues. 


Bill  and  his  crew  drilled  the  holes  perfectly  and  the  installation  by 
Hartbronze  went  smoothly. 


THE  UNVEILING 


August  27,  1992  was  the  same  kind  of  day  when,  back  in  1858, 
Lincoln  and  Douglas  came  to  Freeport  for  the  second  joint  debate.  It  was 
cold,  rainy  and  cloudy ...  as  if  crying  ahead  of  time  for  the  tragic  war 
to  come. 


People  withstood  the  dis- 
comfort as  they  did  then. 
It  lent  a  kind  of  authenticity 
to  the  unveiling  day,  as 
they  listened  and  shivered 
and  celebrated  the  134th 
anniversary  of  the  Lincoln- 
Douglas  Joint  Debates  of 
1858. 


The  shrouded  sculpture 


Lincoln  is  shown  seated,  listening  to  Douglas  answer  the  momentous 
question. 


The  Question: 

"Can  people  of  any  territory  in  a  lawful  way  exclude  slavery  from 
their  limits?" 

The  Answer: 

"Slavery  cannot  exist  a  day  or  an  hour  unless  it  is  supported  by  local 
police  regulations.  If  a  territorial  legislature  fail  to  pass  a  black  code, 
slavery  will  effectually  be  kept  out." 


Lincoln  had  Douglas  —  he  had  to  OK  the  Dred  Scot  Decision  and/or 
admit  that  the  Popular  Sovereignty  was  a  farce  or  leave  the  Democratic 
party. 


The  monument  is  an  example  of  what  local  people  can  do  working 
together  toward  a  worthy  common  goal.  I  am  proud  to  be  part  of  it. 

—  Lily  Tolpo 


This  statue  is  a  symbol  of  a  basic  right  we  enjoy  in  our  form  of 
government  —  the  right  to  debate,  agree  and  disagree. 

—  Margaret  Alzeno 


Freedom  is  insured  only  if  we  enforce  the  right  we  earned.  The 
Freeport  Doctrine  states  the  basis  of  this  right. 

—  Dr.  G.  Alzeno 


and  a  good  time 
was  had  by  all. . . 


About  the  Sculptor 


LILY  TOLPO  —  sculptor  and  painter.  Born  Chicago,  IL,  1917.  Educated,  Chicago 
Public  Schools.  Scholarship,  Chicago  Academy  Fine  Arts,  1935-39.  Professional  debut, 
one  artist  show,  Auspices,  All  Illinois  Society  of  Fine  Art  -  Chicago  Drake  Hotel,  1941. 

REFERENCES:  Who's  Who  in  American  Art  -  Who's  Who  of  American  Women  - 
American  Artists  of  Reknown  -  Dictionary  of  International  Biography 

FAMILY:  Married  Carl  Tolpo  194 1  (dec.  1976).  Their  three  children,  Ti  Tolpo  Bader, 
Carolyn  Tolpo  Smith,  and  Vincent  Tolpo  are  all  professional  fine  artists. 

STUDIO  LOCATIONS: 

1941-55    619  N.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  (Italian  Court  Bldg.) 

1955-70    25  Oakdene  Rd.,  Barrington  Hills,  IL  (Studio  Res.) 

1970-        5394  So.  Massbach  Rd.,  Stockton,  111.  61085  (home  base  and  archives  for 

all  Tolpo  artists) 
1994-        Tolpo  Studio  West  —  Studio  res.  of  Vince  and  Carolyn  L.  (Shawnee,  CO) 

Tolpo  Studio  Pacifica  —  Studio  res.  of  Carolyn  T.  Smith  (Honolulu,  HI) 

NOTED  WORKS: 
Sculpture 

LAW  &  JUSTICE  -  A  chandelier  of  corten  steel,  12X6  ft.,  1000  lbs.,  Waukegan,  IL. 

I  AM  —  Bas  relief  of  cold  cast  bronze  (resin)  is  first  of  a  series  of  six  for  a  St. 
Paul  Episcopal  Church,  Savanna,  IL. 

INSPIRATION  OF  YOUTH  —  Bas  relief  in  bronze  finish  Hydrocal  is  a  memorial 
.to  librarian,  Agatha  Littell,  Thomas  Jr.  High  School,  Arlington  Heights,  IL. 

MINUTEMAN  —  17_76  -1976  -  Bronze  figurine  for  Minutemen  of  America,  Peoria, 
IL.  (ed  50) 

LINCOLN  &  DOUGLAS  IN  DEBATE  —  Life  size  bronze  statue  for  Freeport,  IL. 
Located  on  the  Debate  Site. 

Biographical  Paintings 

Introduced  in  1964.  Lily  created  this  art  form  using  her  ability  as  abstract  color 
designer,  portrait  painter,  landscape  and  still  life  painter.  The  subject  is  superimposed 
over  a  background  created  from  its  aura,  over  which  is  illustrated  a  background  history. 

Published  Works 

THE  TURNING  POINT  —  (Biog.  Painting)  celebrated  the  sesquicentennial  of  the 
Blackhawk  Wars  of  1832. 

CANYON  CAMP,  BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA  —  (Biog.  Painting)  commemorating 
the  50th  year  of  founding. 

FREEPORT  DOCTRINE  —  (Biog.  Painting)  part  of  the  Lincoln  and  Douglas  in  Debate 
Statue  project. 

Abraham  Lincoln  Centre  Community  Leadership  Awards 

Biographical  portraits  of  selected  individuals  who  have  significantly  served  the 
black  community  of  Chicago.  There  are  45  to  date,  (begun  in  1977) 


Published  August  1994  •  Printed  by  Wagner  Printing  Company 


We  did  our  best. . . 


the  future  is 
yours  to  keep  free. 
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Rockford,  Illinois 


Friday,  Aug.  28,  1992       Northern  lllinor"1 


SPIRIT  OF  DEMOCRACY 


Yesterday  marked  the  anniversary  of  the  Lincoln  and  Douglas  debate  and  the 
dedication  of  the  "Lincoln  and  Douglas  In  Debate"  statue  in  Freeport  at  the  site  of 
the  original  debate.  After  the  dedication  of  the  life-size  statue/John  Cox  and  Don 
Manzullo  had  a  debate  on  the  site. 


■  Freeportdedi- 
cates  a  statue 
commemorating 
the  1858  Lincoln- 
Douglas  debate 
followed  by  a  de- 
bate by  this  year's 
candidates  for  the 
16th  Congressio- 
nal seat. 
Stories,  4A 

I  An  Associated 
Press  poll  says 
Americans  prefer 
the  Democrats  on 
most  issues  that 
affect  them.  4A 


Democrat  John  Cox 

Supports  calls  for 
partnerships  between 
Insurers  and  the  providers 
of  healthcare. 


Republican  Don  Manzullo 

Advocates  a  health-care 
plan  that  would  allow  tax 
deductions  and  credits  to 
citizens. 


4A 


The  Rockford  Register  Star,  Friday,  Aug.  28,  1992 


NATION 


CAMPAIGN  '92 


Six  score  and  14  years  ago  ...  in  Freeport 


■  Lincoln-Douglas  debate: 

The  city  dedicates  a  statue 
commemorating  the  1858  event 
that  gave  the  nation  its  first 
good  look  at  its  next  president. 


By  BRIAN  PRATER 

The  Register  Slar 

On  Aug.  27, 1858,  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  battled  the  cold  and 
rain  in  Freeport  to  debate  for  a  U.S. 
Senate  seat. 

On  the  same  date,  134  years  later,  the 
air  chilly  and  the  rain  Calling,  Freeport's 
officials  and  townsfolk  gathered  to  dedi- 
cate a  statue  commemorating  that  debate 
and  to  hear  Republican  Don  Manzullo 
and  Democrat  incumbent  John  Cox  de- 
bate for  the  16th  District  seat  in  the  US. 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  life-size  statue,  titled  Lincoln  and 
Douglas  in  Debate,  sits  in  a  patch  of  grass 
at  the  comer  of  Douglas  and  State  streets. 
It  depicts  a  young,  beardless  Lincoln 
seated  next  to  a  standing  Douglas,  who 
has  one  arm  pointing  straight  out,  the 
other  on  his  hip. 

Lily  Tolpo,  who  sculpted  the  work,  said 
it  represents  the  spirit  of  democracy. 

"If  you  look  closely  at  the  statue,  you 
will  see  that  Lincoln  is  listening  intently 
to  Douglas."  she  explained.  "I  wanted  to 
show  that  democracy  works  both  ways. 
The  listening  is  as  important  as  what  is 
being  said." 

Freeport  Mayor  Dick  Weis  said  the 


Today's  debate:  Health  care 


■  Cox,  Manzullo:  The 

congressional  candidates 
argue  about  the  fitness  of  their 
prospective  health  plans. 

By  BRIAN  PRATER 

The  Register  Star 

The  platform  was  crowded  yesterday, 
as  Republican  Don  Manzullo  and  Demo- 
crat incumbent  John  Cox  shared  the 
stage  with  two  historical  giants  during 
a  debate  in  the  race  for  the  16th  District 
Congressiona]  seat 

Manzullo  and  Cox  tried  to  till  the 
enormous  boots  of  Honest  Abe  and 
Stephen  "The  Little  Giant"  Douglas  as 
a  soggy,  somewhat  quiet  crowd 
watched. 

The  umbrella-toting  onlookers,  dress- 
ed in  anything  from  suits  to  overalls. 
huddled  together  as  they  stared  at  the 
dry  politicians  perched  aboard  the 
temporary,  covered  stage. 

Manzullo's  fiery  attacks  on  Cox's 
health  care  plan  prompted  a  few  "yeses" 


and  "that's  rights"  from  his  faithful, 
while  Cox's  parries  drew  brief  outbursts 
of  clapping  from  his  supporters. 

"It  sounds  like  socialism  to  me," 
Manzullo  said  of  the  Cox-supported 
Accountable  Health  Plans  program. 

The  program  Cox  supports  calls  for 
partnerships  between  insurers  and  the 
providers  of  health  care.  The  plan 
requires  individuals  to  pay  premiums 
into  a  non-profit,  state-run  umbrella 
organization.  The  organization  would 
purchase  basic  insurance  for  everyone. 

"The  program  would  relieve  the 
Medicare  obligation  of  the  states,"  Cox 
rebutted. 

Manzullo  advocated  a  health-care 
plan  that  would  allow  tax  deductions 
and  credits  to  citizens  so  they  could 
purchase  their  own  insurance. 

"People  have  to  realize  that  reducing 
taxes  and  increasing  spending  are  the 
same  thing,"  Cox  said  of  Manzullo's 
plan. 

Manzullo  attempted  to  further  estab- 
lish himself  as  the  outsider,  slamming 


the  Democratic  Congress  at  every 
possible  opportunity. 

"The  Democractic  Congress  spent 
$1.54  for  every  dollar  it  took  in," 
Manzullo  said. 

Cox  urged  voters  to  judge  him,  as  they 
do  Lincoln  -  by  his  record.  He  vowed 
that  his  successful  effort  to  secure  $3 
million  in  federal  money  to  start  trans- 
forming US.  20  between  Freeport  and 
Galena  into  a  four-lane  highway  was 
just  the  beginning  of  his  development 
plans. 

Cox  also  supported  United  Nations 
involvement  concerning  economic  de- 
velopment and  environmental  safety. 
Manzullo  vehemently  disagreed. 

Cox  cited  the  Belvidere  landfill  as  an 
example  of  what  can  happen  when  the 
environment  is  ignored. 

'Td  like  anyone  who  has  doubts 
about  the  importance  of  environmental 
safety  to  ask  the  people  of  Belvidere 
how  much  it  will  cost  to  make  the 
landfill  stop  polluting  their  water 
supply." 


statue  and  the  landscaping  that  soon  will  of  the  debate  to  Americans  everywhere,"  Freeport  and  all  of  northwestern  Illinois." 

surround  it  are  well  worth  the  $80,000  he  said.  "People  need  to  realize  that  this  is  Weis  mSA  severa,  tiees  ^  hghts  ^ 

price  tag.  where  Lincoln  jumped  into  the  national  be  installed  behind  the  statue.  Red  bricks, 

"This  statue  helps  show  the  importance  spotlight    The   statue    is   an   asset    to  salvaged  from  tom-up  Freeport  streets. 


will  be  inserted  into  the  ground  in  front  of 
the  statue  to  serve  as  a  walking  area. 

Mickey  Martin,  president  of  the  Lin- 
coln-Douglas Art  Foundation,  expects  the 
landscaping  to  be  done  by  spring. 

"We  are  going  to  do  what  we  have  to  do 
to  get  national  attention,"  she  said. 

Martin  and  Weis  said  they  want  to 
make  the  celebration  an  annual  event. 
They  hope  to  schedule  debates  at  the  site 
on  every  anniversary. 


A  handful  of  Freeport  officials  and 
members  of  the  local  Lincoln-Douglas 
Society  spoke  at  the  dedication,  with  Cox 
being  the  keynote  speaker. 

Each  speaker  touched  on  different 
aspects  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debate, 
but  all  agreed  that  Lincoln's  scalding 
criticism  of  slavery  woke  the  country  up 
and  guided  it  into  the  Civil  War  era. 

Lincoln  lost  the  Senate  race,  but 
captured  the  presidency  two  years  later. 

Ernest  Griffin,  a  captain  in  the  reac- 
tivated 29th  Regiment  of  the  Colored 
Troops,  a  Civil  War  re-enactment  group, 
said  the  statue  is  a  reminder  of  the  most 
grueling  period  of  our  country's  history. 

"This  celebration  is  a  great  step  to- 
wards awareness,"  said  Griffin,  who  was 
wearing  a  dark  blue  reproduction  Civil 
War  uniform  and  hat  "But  it  is  only  the 
beginning." 


1 34th  Anniversary 


LILY  TOLPO 


Unveiling 

Lincoln  &  Douglas  in  Debate 

Freeport,  Illinois 
August  27.  1992 


Lincoln  8i  Douglas  in  Debate,  statue  by  Lily  Tolpo.  can 
be  seen  at  the  original  debate  site  in  Freeport.  Illinois  on 
Route  75  at  Stale  and  Douglas  Streets.  This  was  the  second 
of  the  seven  Illinois  debates  and  the  one  that  determined  the 
fate  of  the  nation. 


The  Lincolt 


In  Ledger  /  ^£°  >    ^"^  ' 

New  Lincoln-Douglas  Monument  Unveiled  In  Freeport      H  fa  2^ 


On  August  27, 1858, 1,500  people  assembled  in  a 
grove  near  what  is  now  the  intersection  of  Douglas 
Street  and  State  Street  at  2:00  p.m.  in  downtown 
Freeport,  Illinois  to  hear  incumbent  Democratic 
Senator  Stephen  A.  Douglas  debate  Republican 
candidate  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  slavery  issue.  It 
was  the  second  of  seven  senatorial  debates 
scheduled  throughout  the  state.  According  to 
accounts,  the  weather  was  "cold,  damp,  and  misty, 
heavy  with  the  threat  of  rain." 

Exactly  134  years  later  to  the  day,  several 
hundred  area  residents  congregated  at  the  same 
spot,  under  similar  weather  conditions,  to  com- 
memorate the  anniversary  of  the 
historic  event  with  the  unveiling 
and  dedication  of  life-size  bronze 
statues  of  Lincoln  and  Douglas  in 
debate.     It  is  the  first  and  only 
known   statue  of   Lincoln  and 
Douglas  together.    Lily  Tolrx^.  a 
resident  of  north wesFuTinois  and 
a  nationally  known  artist,  created 
the  sculpture. 

Tolpo's  statue  shows  a 
contemplative  Lincoln  seated  in  a 
chair  on  the  speaker's  platform 
after  posing  a  question  to  Douglas. 
"Can  the  people  of  a  United 
States  Territory,"  Lincoln  asked, 
"in  any  lawful  way,  against  the 
wish  of  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  exclude  slavery  from  its 
limits  prior  to  the  formation  of  a 
state  constitution?"  The  figure  of 
Douglas  is  shown  standing  with 
one  arm  outstreched  and  the  other 
on  his  hip  as  he  defends  his  principle  of  popular 
sovereignty.  The  senator  replied:  "...the  people 
have  the  lawful  means  to  introduce  it  or  exclude  it 
as  they  please,  for  the  reason  that  slavery  cannot 
exist  a  day  or  an  hour  anywhere,  unless  it  is 
supported  by  local  police  regulations."  The 
statement  would  become  known  as  the  Freeport 
Doctrine. 

The  program  opened  at  10:00  a.m.  with  concerts 
by  the  Freeport  Concert  band  and  the  Freeport 
Choral  Society.  At  11:15  the  Reverend  Robert  Huff 
delivered  the  invocation.  Local  Color  Guards 
raised  the  1858  flag  during  the  national  anthem 
and  the  Girl  Scouts  led  the  assembly  in  the  Pledge 
of  Allegiance.  Forty-five  minutes  later  three 
special  presentations  were  delivered.  Robert 
Plager,  President  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Society, 
spoke  on   "The   1858   Debates:   the  Fate  of  the 


Nation."  Lincoln  portrayer  George  Buss  talked 
about  "Lincoln  The  Man,"  while  Douglas  portrayer 
Rich  Sokup  discussed  "Douglas  The  Man."  At  1:00 
p.m.  the  statue  was  unveiled  by  Lily  Tolpo  and  her 
grandchildren.  The  program  continued  with 
Mickey  Martin  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Art 
Foundation  discussing  "Debate  Site  Expansion." 
Edward  Finch  also  represented  the  Lincoln-Douglas 
Debate  Society  and  spoke  in  "Historical  Images 
and  Art."  Lily  Tolpo  made  a  few  remarks  about  her 
sculpture.  The  main  dedication  speaker  was  The 
Honorable  John  W.  Cox,  jr.,  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives,  who  discussed  the  significance  of 
the  debates.  The  Reverend  P. 
William  McDonnel  gave  the 
benediction  to  close  the 
ceremonies. 

The  festivities  marked  the 
eighth  time  Freeport  citizens 
have  publicly  remembered  the 
day  when  "The  Little  Giant"  and 
"The  Tall  Sucker"  visited  their 
community.  In  1902,  a  boulder  and 
plaque  were  placed  on  the  debate 
site  by  the  Freeport  Women's 
Club.  In  1903,  it  was  dedicated  by 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
who  called  the  debate  "...one  of 
those  memorable  scenes  in 
accordance  with  which  the  whole 
future  of  the  nation  is  molded." 
On  August  27,  1908,  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  event,  an 
observance  took  place  with  local 
persons  reenacting  the  debate  at 
the  same  time  and  at  the  same 
site  as  the  original.  Seven  years  later,  on  August 
27,  a  pageant  and  historical  revue  recalled  the 
debate.  A  fifth  celebration  commemorated  the 
sixty-fourth  anniversary  on  August  27,  1922.  A 
statue  of  "Lincoln  the  Debater"  by  Lorado  Taft,  was 
unveiled  in  Washington  Park  to  mark  the  seventy- 
first  anniversary  on  August  27,  1929.  These  six 
celebrations  paled  in  comparison  to  the  1958 
Centennial  Celebration,  a  week-long  anniversary 
event. 

The  statue  was  erected  with  a  grant  from  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Commerce  and  Community 
Affairs  and  with  generous  donations  from 
individuals.  It  is  dedicated  to  the  citizens  of 
Freeport  and  their  continuing  efforts  for  racial 
harmony. 

Photograph  of  Freeport  statues  by  Steven   Rogstad. 


JEAN  S.  HOEFEFl 

1358  VALLEY  VIEW  DRIVE 

FREEPORT.  IL  61032 


November  2U,    1992 


The  Lincoln  Museum 
1300  So.   Clinton  St. 
P.   0.   Box  1110 
Ft.  Wayne,   Indiana  146801 

Attention:      Ruth  E.   Cook 

Dear  Ms.   Cook: 

Per  your  request  of  October  1$th  to  my  husband, 
M.  C.  Hoefer,  Jr.,  I  am  enclosing  newspaper  items 
pertaining  to  Lily  Tolpo's  statue  of  Lincoln  and 
Douglas  in  Debate  which  was  unveiled  August  27, 
1992.   I  regret  that  some  of  the  articles  are  not 
dated. . . I  was  remiss  in  my  clipping  of  them. 

I  appreciate  your  enclosing  the  material  on  Lily's 
Mary  Todd  Licoln.   I  have  since  seen  it  at  the 
Lincoln  Museum  at  Lincoln  College  in  Illinois. 
Mrs.  Tolpo  is  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  but  I  have 
not  visited  her  studio.   I  collect  Lincoln  memorabilia 
and  have  a  library  of  some  200+  volumes.  I  was 
happy  to  add  the  Warren  and  Neelay  books  that  my 
husband  purchased  when  in  Ft.  Wayne.   I  pur- 
chased the  No.  1  copy  of  the  statue  and  also  have 
one  of  her  prints.   One  of  my  favorite  acquisitions 
is  Tom  Clark's  (sculptor  of  red-hatted  gnomes)  statue 
of  Lincoln.   It  is  lovely — have  you  seen  it? 

Hope  the  enclosed  may  be  placed  in  your  files. 

Sincerely, 


Jean  S.  Hoefer 


. 


r 
a    .,.    \        ■■■'<      .'.>■  i    t110 

'/;.,!     .',',;     n  '/UUOrtUt  bSSO) 

.';■'  ;  7S3S£4 

i  ..  ....  i .  / '•••.. 


December  1,  1992 

Mrs.  Jean  S.  Hoefer 
1358  Valley  View  Drive 
Freeport  IL   61032 

Dear  Mrs.  Hoefer: 

Your  wonderful  array  of  clippings  and  the  clever  coloring  book 
featuring  the  unveiling  of  Lily  Tolpos's  statue  of  the  Lincoln  and 
Douglas  Debate  were  happily  pored  over.   Thank  you  so  much.   They  will  be 
added  to  our  permanent  files  for  future  researchers. 

A  former  employee  is  a  friend  of  Tom  Clark  and  she  said  he  was  doing 
a  Lincoln.   I  have  not  seen  it.   I  will  check  with  the  speciality  shop 
that  sells  his  gnomes.   I  appreciate  your  mentioning  Clark  as  it  had 
slipped  "through  the  cracks." 

Again,  your  valuable  clippings  and  the  time  spent  in  preparing  them 
was  deeply  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 


Ruth  E.  Cook 
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